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December, 2016. 

 

Welcome to the Veterans Retreats of W.A. Inc. (Meentheena) newsletter. As you all know we 

held our 2016 Annual General Meeting on November 4th at Bruce Rock. Our thanks to all 

who attended to make it a successful meeting. 

 

The committee for 2016/2017 is as follows: 

John Schnaars.     Returned as President 

Vacant.                Vice President 

Derek Phillips.     Returned as Chairman 

Bob Horgan.        Returned as Secretary 

Les McGoldrick.  Returned as Treasurer 
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The other committee members are Gavin Livingston (Doc).  Graeme Smith (Scruffy), Col 

Turner, Barry Boyle, Karl Lyon (all returning members). We welcome new committee 

member Dick Bligh, who is a long-term member of the association and past host at camp. 

 

At present, persons who have taken on responsibilities for different aspects of our group are: 

Derek - Grants, funding 

Bob - correspondence and monitoring our emails 

Les McGoldrick- Treasurer, Work parties - buildings, maintenance, requirements  

Gavin and Lorraine Livingstone - coordinator of camp hosts and organising our annual 

fundraiser at the Marble Bar Races - yes, we do plan to sell hamburgers again, but need 

volunteers to assist both prior and during the event. Volunteers are welcome so please plan 

your trip up north to include the races and the camp. It’s a fantastic local event and you will 

be ensured of a great time. Depending on volunteers, a raffle will also be held.  

 
 

Barry Boyle -  vehicles, mechanical plant and solar system (Bruce from Solar West is kindly 

donating his time to sort out the problems, when he can.)  

Karl Lyon - local from Port Hedland 

Pete White - Electrician 

Our Facebook page - Gail Guthrie 

Our web page - Belinda  

Newsletter - Marilynn Horgan and Marilyn Boyle. 

 

Both Terry Holl and Gerry Loveridge have decided to take time out and not continue on 

committee. Both have put in a tremendous amount of time, effort and money towards our 

association. They have also put in a lot of energy sourcing materials for work parties and being 

important members at many work parties. We take this opportunity to thank them for all their 

hard work. 

 

At the AGM, it was unanimously passed that Chairman Derek Phillips receive our first Life 

Membership. Derek since the start has been a driving force in the organisation.  
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He has been instrumental in raising funds and liaising with organisations and people that were 

necessary to make Meentheena what it is to-day. He is also a pretty handy camp cook!! We 

thank you Derek for your passion and achievements.  

 

This year has seen many changes with the sad farewell of host Terry and Val Gadene for health 

reasons and also a long-deserved break. Terry and Val were invaluable to us for all they did 

around the camp. Terry was extremely knowledgeable about the Meentheena Station. His tours 

were so interesting and informative and were a highlight for those who visited. They are 

missed very much and we wish them well for the future. 

  

Since then, we have been unable to find a long-term host. Thanks to Roger Booth from 

Canberra and Scruffy, (ably assisted by Newby), who have recently filled in.  Members Ray 

and Jo Walker are at camp at present. We wish them a happy time up there. We have Russ and 

Sue Jemerson happy to be hosts between 19th February and either 1st or 2nd week March, 

depending on school holidays. We still need a host between 25th January and 22nd February 

2017. If you are interested in being a host at the camp, please contact Doc Livingstone for 

more information. (docliv@bigpond.com) 

 

As this is the final newsletter for the year, we would like to thank all members for their 

continued support and hope you continue to do so. We look forward to next year updating 

everyone on all the great advances at the camp, the plans for the new host residence, places to 

see when you visit and how you can help. 

 

We also would like to thank all businesses and donators for the ongoing support throughout 

the year. Without this support, the facilities at camp could not happen. 

 

It is important that the retreat keeps going not only for us older Vets, but as a retreat for ALL 

members of all the forces; Army, Navy, Airforce, Police, Fire, SES, Ambulance etc. We would 

love to see some younger ones come on board in all areas of the running of the Retreat. 

 

Finally, on behalf of the committee, I would like to wish everyone a safe and very Merry 

Christmas and Happy New Year. 

 

 

John Schnaars 

President 
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