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October 2017.  

 

A quick update to go along with the AGM notice. Everyone is welcome to 

attend and the venue this year is the Bassendean RSL Club on Sunday 29th 

October. Time 1130 hours. Mark it off on the calendar. 

 

Firstly, and very importantly Have you paid your subs yet? Your 

membership is very much appreciated and any input is welcome. Of course, 

only financial members may vote and your subs keep Meentheena going and 

well maintained. 
 

It has been a busy time for our hosts during the past few months. Our thanks 

to Faye and Graham, Scruff and welcome to our new host Fred. All hosts are 

volunteers who donate their time to receive visitors to camp and maintain 

the facilities to the best of their ability. 

Recently Doc, Les and Barry went up to Meentheena to do some ongoing 

maintenance. They replaced the washing machine and also finished the new 

host quarters. There is even satellite TV in the living area! Fred has happily 

settled into the quarters for his duration as host. 
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The camp kitchen, communal area, bar pit and all the grounds are looking 

very neat and tidy. 
 

Below are excerpts of an email received by Leon Cotter, a former resident 

from 43 years ago. 

 
“to all, 

Big thanks to Faye, Graeme and Scruff for having us. 

It was great to get back to Meentheena (woolshed) after 43yrs.  

 the old man used to have the fluorite deposits there. 

I can’t believe that the pics I took, I found photos at my mum’s house, from the same position 43 yrs. 

earlier, you can see the same trees. 

Have attached them, you just have to zoom in on the old ones. 

When I was there as a kid, we drove East of the old Meentheena airstrip. (half a day) we were taken to 

this big valley with only 1 entrance, (I thought it was a crater) 

There was a (old) manganese mine on the side of the crater. (just after 2nd world war, I reckon) 

I managed to find it again on this trip. I call it manganese valley, but will check it out at the dump in the 

near future, it’s about 20 km down the bitumen and 2 k’s off it, on the North side. (no Rippon hills rd. them 

days) Have attached a couple of pics. (have more pics of the mining gear at the valley) if interested. 

It’s the bottom end of the Ripon hills range. If you’re interested I could send the place on goggle earth, 

I’m hoping to come back next winter, if you’ll have me.  

See if I can find the lead deposits out near the fluorite, 

and an old grave we found on the side of a creek, coming back from manganese valley to the woolshed.” 

 

Thanks to Leon that little bit of history. We will follow up on the photos and 

put them on display at the camp.  

 

Look forward to seeing you all at the AGM. 
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1.  Shed and camp 1973 

 
2 Shed and camp 2017 
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