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August 2017.  

 
Welcome to our update on the Retreat. 

Your renewal for the 2017/2018 year is attached. 

As a host we were continually asked why become a member? 

Other than discounted camping costs, you are supporting an organisation doing its best to help anyone from the armed 

services, rescue services and fire fighters who need a place to come and relax. Either amongst other vets or in peace 

and quiet. Although anyone can come and stay at Meentheena, there is always room and space set aside for those 

who require it. 

Your subs go towards the upkeep and maintenance and cost associated with running the camp. 

We rely on these funds, as well those raised from fund raisers, grants, camper donations and support from businesses 

and others. It is important to keep a healthy membership list as often numbers count with grant allocation. Your 

continued support by renewing your membership promptly is essential for us to continue to operate your retreat.  

You may have noticed the website has been down for a while but it is up and running again. Please note the new 

website address www.vrwa-meentheena.org. Thanks to Belinda Gibson for all the work she has done with the site. 

This year’s AGM will be held at the Bassendean RSL on Sunday 29th October at 11-30am. Formal notices will be 

forwarded directly but save the date now. 
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So, what is happening at the retreat? 

Lots. 

On July1, at the Marble Bar Races a group consisting of committee, members and guests of the retreat did our major 

fund raiser of the year -  making and selling hamburgers, toasted egg and bacon sandwiches, sausages in bread, 

tea/coffees, cool drinks, sandwiches, and a healthy chicken salad. We also ran a raffle for on the day. Everyone 

deserves a huge thank you, especially those who organised all the food, drink etc and the donors of the raffle prizes. 

So, THANKYOU ALL who helped make the Saturday of the Cup and Sunday morning such a success.  

                                                                      

              It’s A Raffle!!       Doc’s Domain 

 

The retreat has been very lucky to have had great hosts. The present hosts Graeme and Faye leave next week and our 

vice president and regular camper at the retreat is going to host until our next and hopefully long-term host takes up 

duty. Thanks, must go to all hosts for all the work they put in to the camp and surrounds. The camp looks great. Very 

tidy, clean, and enjoyable for all who stay. The comments book is full of glowing compliments. 

From our humble beginnings with very little infrastructure and equipment, we can now even boast a new host 

quarters, separate from the camp kitchen and dongas. Our thanks and appreciation to Les McGoldrick and Pete Whyte 

for all their hard work and all those others who have helped convert the two containers into a lovely host quarters. 

There are two bedrooms and one bathroom with a combined living kitchen area. Like everything up at Meentheena 

donations have made this project possible.  

Another improvement is the camp fire area. With a beaut camp fireplace made from a header tyre rim enclosed by a 

feature stone wall. Thanks to Colin, another member and regular visitor for the rim and to Barry Stokes for his stone 

wall skills. (There is talk of sourcing slate from the station to cover the ground which is on the agenda). 

At the main camp, the trees are growing well and telephone reception is usually available around the kitchen area.     

The dongas are to be upgraded from king single beds to double beds to cater for couples and the four dongas have 

ensuites.  

There is a disabled toilet shower unit, which is also used as the common shower and toilet for the camp. A gas unit 

provides the hot water. There are also two eco showers and two other toilets. Laundry facilities are available with a 

twin tub washing machine. 

A new gas commercial stove/oven kindly donated by BGC Residential.  supports the camp kitchen Thanks Julian. 



 
 

3 
 

The solar electrical system is finally sorted out and working well. Our thanks to Dave McFadden, Solar Equip, Boyup 

Brook.  

Two creek crossings on the way into camp have had a lot of work done to them recently and should help keep the 

road passable in the wet. 

Our thanks must also go to the Marble Bar Shire who have graded the air strip and our road in.  The flying doctor 

(although hopefully never necessary), can easily land and take off on the strip now. 

The paperbarks area by the river is now a very popular area to camp or caravan stay. The two kayaks there are a 

popular attraction. To cater for campers, we have moved our self-composting toilet there. 

Tranquillity pool is another popular area to camp/caravan stay.  

 

                                     

 

To sum up, the retreat is going well and we are having a lot of visitors come and stay. Everyone has positive comments 

to say about our facilities. And our thanks go to all the committee, work party members, and all who donate time, 

money, equipment, fuel etc.   

 
 

 

John Schnaars 

President 

 

 


